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Marshal’s Minute-State Fire Marshal Matt Perez 

The Office of the Illinois State Fire Marshal (OSFM) continues to 
work closely with the Governor’s office, Illinois Department of 
Public Health (IDPH) and Illinois Emergency Management Agency 
(IEMA) to provide support and assistance during the COVID19 
statewide response. OSFM office and field staff have been directed 
to follow guidance and recommendations from the IDPH and CDC 
to help keep them safe and healthy. OSFM staff’s health and safety 
is of upmost importance. Plans are in place to help keep the agency 
operational and staff safe during the COVID19 pandemic. 

OSFM has teamed up with the Governor, IDPH, IEMA, Fire Service 
Agencies and MABAS to protect the health and safety of our first 

responders. We are working hard to make sure all first responders are aware of and follow best 
practice guidelines and exposure control methods.  We are also working to ensure that proper 
PPE is available and that first responders are considered a priority.  While you are on the front 
lines helping to combat the spread of COVID-19, you can be confident that all necessary steps 
are being taken to help you continue responding safely and effectively.  

The OSFM is requesting that all fire departments and EMS services notify our office of any 
department members currently on quarantine due to COVID-19 and especially any firefighters 
that have tested positive for COVID-19.  It is important that we track these numbers in order to 
ensure mutual aid assistance and other resources for affected departments as this crisis 
continues.  Your cooperation will help keep fire protection at an effective level across the 
state.  Please send these reports to me directly at Matt.Perez@illinois.gov.  Please continue to 
follow IDPH and CDC guidelines that have been sent out previously.  Stay safe and thank you for 
your cooperation. 
 

OSFM division managers continue to remain in constant contact with staff to ensure that the 
service people have come to expect from the agency continues. At this time, OSFM field staff 
are only conducting outdoor inspections where proper social distancing protocols can be 
followed. Healthcare facilities are taking top priority at this time. Indoor inspections are being 
prioritized and will be addressed once full field staff activities resume. Make sure to visit our 
website www.sfm.illinois.gov, as updates will be posted in the current focus section or by 
speaking with your contact in the proper division. OSFM divisions continue to process daily 
requests as staff are working remotely during the COVID-19 pandemic. All certification testing 
has been postponed until further notice. The Personnel Standards and Education Division 
continues to provide updates through the firefighter web access portal which can also be found 
on our website.  

Stay Safe and Healthy!   

mailto:Matt.Perez@illinois
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Employee Spotlight 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Where are you originally from? Chicago (Northside) 

Tell us about your family? Kids, Significant other.....Wife is Joanne, Daughter Jessica 

and Son Steven 

Favorite food(s)? Steak Tacos on flour tortillas, Pizza and Diet Mt. Dew 

Hobbies? Collect antique fire memorabilia, collect Three Stooges and Smokey Bear 

items 

What’s your favorite movie or book? Back to School, Fast Times at Ridgemont High, 

Animal House and any Rodney Dangerfield movie 

When you get in the car what type of music will be coming out of your speakers? 50’s 

60’s and 70’s classic rock and roll 

What did you want to be when you were a kid? Firefighter since age 4 years 

What’s your favorite part of the job? I know this is going to sound canned, but going to 

a fire and or explosion and figuring out what happened and try to prevent it from 

happening again. Serving the People of the Great State of Illinois. 

What’s something unique about you? I don’t like anything to do with fishing or eating 

fish. I like my steaks and hamburgers well, well, well done. 

Where is your favorite place to vacation? Anywhere in the United States 

Where is your bucket list destination? Heaven 
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Medal of Honor Ceremony and Fallen Firefighter Memorial 

 

  

After much consideration, the Medal 

of Honor Ceremony that was 

scheduled for May 12, 2020 has been 

canceled.  

The Fallen Firefighter Memorial has 

been postponed and OSFM will 

announce a new date for this program 

soon.  
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COVID-19 First Responder Guidance 

 

  

The Illinois Department of Public Health (IDPH) has issued updated guidance for Emergency Medical 

Services (EMS) systems and 911 Public Safety Answering Points (PSAP’S) for COVID-19. This 

guidance applies to all first responders, including law enforcement, fire services, emergency 

medical services, and emergency management officials, who anticipate close contact with persons 

with confirmed or possible COVID-19 in the course of work.  

EMS play a vital role in responding to requests for assistance, triaging patients, and providing 

emergency medical treatment and transport for ill persons.  

However, unlike patient care in the controlled environment of a healthcare facility, care and 

transports by EMS present unique challenges because of the nature of the setting, enclosed space 

during transport, frequent need for rapid medical decision-making, interventions with limited 

information, and varying range of patient acuity and jurisdictional resources.  

When preparing for and responding to patients with confirmed or possible coronavirus disease 

2019 (COVID-19), close coordination and effective communications are important among 911 Public 

Safety Answering Points (PSAP’s)- commonly known as 911 call centers, the EMS system, healthcare 

facilities, and the public health system. Each PSAP and EMS system should seek the involvement of 

an EMS medical director to provide appropriate medical oversight. For the purposes of this 

guidance, “EMS Clinician” means prehospital EMS and medical first responders. When COVID-19 is 

suspected in a patient needing emergency transport, prehospital care providers and healthcare 

facilities should be notified in advance that they may be caring for, transporting, or receiving a 

patient who may have COVID-19 infection.  

Other guidance documents can be found at IDPH Website: http://www.dph.illinois.gov/topics-

services/diseases-and-conditions/diseases-a-z-list/coronavirus 

CDC First Responders Guidance: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/guidance-for-

ems.html 

http://www.dph.illinois.gov/topics-services/diseases-and-conditions/diseases-a-z-list/coronavirus
http://www.dph.illinois.gov/topics-services/diseases-and-conditions/diseases-a-z-list/coronavirus
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/guidance-for-ems.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/guidance-for-ems.html
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OSFM Helping with COVID-19 Response 

 

  

OSFM Arson Division Special 

Agent Kushner helped escort a 

MABAS convoy shuttling a 

supply of PPE from Chicago to 

Bloomington. This PPE was 

bound for healthcare workers 

in central Illinois. OSFM 

continues to stand ready to 

help in the response to the 

spread of COVID19 in Illinois. 

#Together One Team! One 

Fight! 
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#Together   One Team! One Fight! 

 

  

The Office of the Illinois State Fire Marshal, Illinois Fire Chiefs Association, MABAS, Illinois 

Firefighters Association, Illinois Fire Service Institute and Associated Fire Fighters 

Association of Illinois came together to show unity amongst the fire service community 

during this unprecedented time. All these groups came together to record a unified 

message thanking all the first responders for their hard work and encouraging safety. The 

message can be found here: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uyqGnE6L2AM&feature=youtu.be&fbclid=IwAR38_

DsxtsNEju6cqOhbjwzoy90VHTv3LLcEVqzXykAV-W60ncH7Mif7qqc 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uyqGnE6L2AM&feature=youtu.be&fbclid=IwAR38_DsxtsNEju6cqOhbjwzoy90VHTv3LLcEVqzXykAV-W60ncH7Mif7qqc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uyqGnE6L2AM&feature=youtu.be&fbclid=IwAR38_DsxtsNEju6cqOhbjwzoy90VHTv3LLcEVqzXykAV-W60ncH7Mif7qqc
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Home Fire Safety Tips 

  

As the Stay-At-Home order 

continues, now is a great time to sit 

down and review your fire escape 

plan!  

Hold a family meeting. If your family 

doesn’t have a plan in writing, 

create one and make sure your kids 

are involved with that plan.  

Go through the house and identify 

two exits from each room. Identify 

the escape routes out of your home 

and make sure those routes are clear 

of any obstructions.  

Identify a meeting place outside the 

home. A tree, a mailbox, a spot on 

the road. Show your kids where this 

spot is located and explain why it’s 

important to go straight there.  

Go through your home and test all 

smoke and CO alarms to make sure 

they are working.  

Hold a fire drill to ensure everyone 

knows what to do in case of a fire. 

Practice makes perfect!  

Use this time to create a fire-safe 

home to not only protect you, but to 

help protect first responders and 

your community.  
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Cooking Safety during Stay-At-Home Order 

 

  

REMINDER: People are cooking at home more frequently during the stay-at-home order, 

cooking safety needs to be a top priority. As kids and other family members are around 

the kitchen creating more distractions, make sure to stay aware when cooking as the 

leading cause of fires in the kitchen are due to unattended cooking.   
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Cleaning EMS Transport Vehicles and Apparatus 

 

  

There has possibly never been a greater need for decontamination of EMS rigs and Fire 

apparatus than there is now. COIVD-19 is virulent, easily transmitted, and seems to survive 

for long periods on surfaces. Decontamination practices need to be thorough, but they also 

need to be safe. For CDC guidance on cleaning practices for EMS personnel and First 

responders, go to this link (https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/guidance-for-

ems.html), then scroll down to Cleaning EMS Transport Vehicles after Transporting a PUI or 

Patient with Confirmed COVID-19. For guidance to help with choosing the proper cleaning 

products to use, EPA has a list of disinfectants for use against COVID-19 virus 

contamination: https://www.epa.gov/pesticide-registration/list-n-disinfectants-use-against-

sars-cov-2.  

Work safely when you’re cleaning up a rig or apparatus after a call. Use cleaning products 

with adequate ventilation, avoid products that produce flammable vapors, never mix bleach 

products with ammonia products, and always follow manufacturer’s instructions. Be safe 

before, during and after the call. Your coworkers, your patients, your community and your 

family are all counting on you.  

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/guidance-for-ems.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/guidance-for-ems.html
https://www.epa.gov/pesticide-registration/list-n-disinfectants-use-against-sars-cov-2
https://www.epa.gov/pesticide-registration/list-n-disinfectants-use-against-sars-cov-2
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Guidance for Cleaning PPE and Social Distancing 
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IFSI Update to 2020 Summer Events 

 

  

The latest updates to the Illinois Fire 

Service Institute’s training schedule can be 

found by visiting their website: 

www.fsi.illinois.edu or on Facebook and 

Twitter.  

http://www.fsi.illinois.edu/
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OSFM Staff Continues to Work from Home Offices 
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OSFM Staff Continues to Work from Home Offices 
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OSFM Staff Training 

 

 

  

OSFM Division Managers meet at the OSFM 

Springfield headquarters for training from 

March 3rd thru 5th. Topics ranged from 

divisional updates, leadership training, 

mental health and self-help awareness, 

FMLA, outside resources available from 

other agencies and other OSFM procedures.  

All staff members had the opportunity to 

listen to The Self-Help Path presentation. 

This provided an inspirational message, 

while also providing some tips to help deal 

with stress and let people know that it’s 

okay to reach out for help if you need it.   

This week provided a chance for OSFM 

Divisions to come together, learn and build 

upon the already strong team and family 

environment in the agency.  

Terry Brown- “King of the North” 

Jimmi Moore-IFSI: Leadership Development and Decision 

Making 

Fire Marshal Perez and Sara Gura-The Self-Help Path 

Fire Marshal Perez, Courtnay O’Connel -CMS 

and Dina Ninfo-CMS FMLA Experts 
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Morris AHJ Training 

  

OSFM has adopted the NFPA 

2015 Edition of the Life Safety 

Code which took effect on 

January 1st. OSFM conducted a 

Life Safety Code training class in 

Morris on March 13th. Attendees 

learned about the changes from 

the 2000 edition to the 2015 

edition and were provided a new 

code book. This serves as the 

state’s minimum fire safety 

standard.   

Watch OSFM’s website and social 

media for future classes.  

More information about the 

update to 2015 Edition of the Life 

Safety Code can be found here: 

https://www2.illinois.gov/sites/sf

m/Resources/Pages/Life-Safety-

Code.aspx 

 

https://www2.illinois.gov/sites/sfm/Resources/Pages/Life-Safety-Code.aspx
https://www2.illinois.gov/sites/sfm/Resources/Pages/Life-Safety-Code.aspx
https://www2.illinois.gov/sites/sfm/Resources/Pages/Life-Safety-Code.aspx
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OSFM Shout Out/Kudos 

 

  

On Thursday February 20, 2020, I was on my way to assist one of my inspectors with an 

inspection. During the drive at around 9:30 am, I received a phone call from my wife, and 

she shared some disheartening news. I was completely distraught, so much so, that I had to 

pull over on the side of the highway. I began to cry when I noticed another vehicle pull up 

behind me. The gentleman in the car got out and approached my vehicle. I rolled down the 

window and he asked if I was ok. I told him yes however, he wasn’t convinced by my crying 

voice and obvious tears. He made it very clear that I was his brother, and he also worked for 

the Fire Marshal’s office in the Arson Division. He wanted to make certain that I was not in 

any harm, danger or pain. I ensured him that everything was good and that I would be all 

right in a few minutes. He was very persistent in making sure I was ok, even offering to get 

in the car and talk with me. I finally convinced him that I was all right and would be heading 

back on the road. I got myself together and proceeded to the inspection. I couldn’t help but 

think of the kind, caring and considerate gesture of my colleague, my brother. I wish I had at 

least remembered his name so that I could send him a sincere thank you. 

On my way back from the inspection, which was about 1:15 pm, I could not stop thinking 

about “my brother”. I was trying to figure out a way to find him, but I had forgotten his 

name. My plan was to contact Terry Ooms, Division Manager of Arson, and ask for his 

assistance in finding this gentleman. Then, to my surprise, I, for the second time today, 

noticed another State of Illinois Fire Marshal vehicle. I never would have imagined in a 

million years that it would be the same gentleman that had so graciously approached me 

earlier that morning. I pulled alongside him and gesture for him to pull over. We pulled over 

and he again wanted to make sure that everything was ok. I immediately went in for the hug 

because a handshake would not have expressed my true and sincere gratitude for him.  I 

explained to him that I had received some bad news and that was the origin of my 

disposition when he encountered me. He expressed his relief knowing that I was doing 

better. I thanked him for his concern, he gave me his business card and we went our 

separate ways. 

While we live in very uncertain times, I must say it’s refreshing to know that people do care 

as Mr. Mitchell Kushner clearly demonstrated. What if I had been experiencing a serious 

medical issue, or something even worse? It gives me hope for humanity knowing that people 

like Mr. Kushner exist. I am sincerely grateful and appreciative for his actions and I will never 

forget it. Thank you again, Mitchell, for your thoughtfulness, consideration, care and 

concern – I appreciate you! 

Terry Brown – Fire Prevention Division 
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Kids’ Corner 
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Kids’ Corner 

 


